
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Booft l&ebtetos. 



Sacred Sites of the Gospels. With Illustrations, Maps, and Plans. 
By Professor William Sanday, D.D., LL.D., and Paul 
Waterhouse, M.A. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1903. Pp. 
126. 13s. 6d., net. 

On his return to Oxford after a visit to Palestine in 1902, Professor 
Sanday gave three public lectures on the geography of Palestine from 
a New Testament point of view. These three lectures constitute the 
main portion of this volume. They are entitled : "The External 
Aspect of Palestine in the Time of Christ," "Sites Outside Jerusalem," 
and " Sites in Jerusalem." To these lectures are added a supplemental 
one on the latest books dealing with Palestinian travel and topography. 
The reading matter of the book is illustrated by fifty-five plates, repro- 
ducing a large number of photographs of important New Testament 
sites. The reader is furnished also with an excellent chart of ancient 
Jerusalem, showing the location of walls, buildings, and pools; a dia- 
gram and a description of the temple of Herod, carefully worked out 
by Mr. Paul Waterhouse; and good maps of small districts in which 
lay the sites discussed. 

The subject of the book is a very limited one, dealing only with 
sites mentioned in the gospels. Dr. Sanday says that he publishes 
this material in advance of the Life of Christ which he has in prepara- 
tion, in order to relieve the latter work of these topographical discus- 
sions. But in spite of the brief, incomplete, and patchwork character of 
the contents, and in spite of the exorbitant price for the material fur- 
nished, the book will be widely read. This is because many will wish 
to know the conclusions of England's foremost New Testament scholar 
as to the identification of gospel sites. 

In the first lecture the author describes the great difficulty of get- 
ting behind modern Palestine to ancient Palestine. There still exist 
considerable remains of the first century of our era, but they are deeply 
buried below the surface, or overlaid with later ornamentation ; and 
when these remains are uncovered, it is with the greatest difficulty that 
they can be identified. Two elements in particular must be removed 
from modern Palestine before we can see the Holy Land as it was in 
Jesus' day: (1) the Saracenic element ; for the temple area, the mosque, 
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the walls of Jerusalem, and many other features of the city and the 
land are of Saracenic origin ; (2) the work of the Crusaders, the 
remains of whose castles in Jerusalem and throughout the land are the 
most conspicuous ruins at many points in Palestine. 

In the second lecture Dr. Sanday comments upon the traditional 
identification of sites. The desire to locate all the events of sacred 
history has led to the assignment of many events to localities about 
which no actual information existed, and in some cases to sites which can 
be shown by indirect biblical evidence to be impossible or improbable. 
Nevertheless, tradition is one of the means of correct identification of 
places. "A fair proportion of the gospel sites can be identified quite 
satisfactorily," the author says, "and in regard to others, the alternatives 
lie within measurable compass." 

Some of the more interesting sites outside of Jerusalem which are 
discussed are: (1) Cana, which Dr. Sanday thinks is 'Ain Kana, rather 
than Kefr Kenna or Kanet el-Jelil. (2) Gerasa, identified with the 
ruined Khersa ; he holds that this difficult textual and topographical 
problem can be counted settled. (3) Emmaus (Luke 24: 13), which is 
the modern Kaldniyeh, rather than el-KubSbeh. (4) Sychar (John 
4 : 5) is 'Ain 'Askar, situated at the foot of Mount Ebal, about a mile 
from Nablus and not quite so far from Jacob's Well. (5) Aenon, 
" near to Salim " (John 3 : 23), is to be found in the Jordan valley, some 
seven and one-half miles from Beisan (Scythopolis).' (6) Bethsaida, 
which is the so-called Bethsaida Julias, a few miles east of the Jor- 
dan at its entrance into the Sea of Galilee ; Dr. Sanday thinks it 
unnecessary to postulate a second Bethsaida. 

The site of Capernaum, as is befitting, receives extended discussion. 
Recent years have seen a decided growth of opinion in favor of the 
Khan Minyeh site as against that at Tell Hum, and with this identifica- 
tion Dr. Sanday concurs. 2 How scholars are divided on this point 
may be indicated: For Tell Hum — Thomson, Wilson, Furrer, Socin, 
Schiirer, Guerin, Guthe, Buhl; for Khan Minyeh — Robinson, Stanley, 
Sepp, Keim, Conder, Merrill, G. A. Smith, Ewing, von Soden, Rider 
Haggard. 3 The chief argument for Tell Hum lies in the name itself, 

1 Not in Samaria, at ' Ainfin, held to be one of the few " absolute certainties " by the 
author of the new Macmillan Guide to Palestine. Regarding this work Dr. Sanday 
says : "I cannot think that the editor is happy in his identifications, and still less in the 
confidence with which he speaks of some of them." 

2 On p. 49 he speaks of Khan Minyeh as the "slightly more probable site of 
Capernaum." 

3 Whose recent work, A Winter Pilgrimage, Dr. Sanday commends. Still 
higher praise is given to Fulleylove and Kelman's The Holy Land (1902). 
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but this Dr. Sanday believes to be a corruption, as there is no Tell at 
that site. The indications in the gospels clearly favor the Khan Min- 
yeh site, since Capernaum is therein connected with the Plain of 
Gennesaret in a way that is better satisfied if Capernaum was actually 
upon it than if it were two and a half miles away. And this connec- 
tion with the Plain is made still more evident by Josephus. 4 Further, 
the Khan Minyeh site lies on the ancient caravan route from Damascus 
to Jerusalem and Egypt, while the other site does not ; this would 
account for the customhouse at which Matthew was engaged. Finally, 
the beach at Khan Minyeh is larger, this locality is considered the best 
on the lake for fishing, and the remains of harbor works can be seen 
at low water. The ruins at Tell Hum may be the remains of a city 
built at a later time. 

The third lecture deals with sacred sites in Jerusalem : (1) Dr. San- 
day strongly indorses the view that the place of Pilate's condemnation 
of Jesus was not in or near the tower of Antonia (adjoining the temple 
inclosure on the north), but rather within the palace of Herod, the 
outer fortifications of which still survive by the Jaffa Gate (across the 
city to the west from the Antonia). To adopt this view makes the 
traditional Via Dolorosa unhistorical, but the tradition has no real 
authority. (2) With regard to the Pool of Bethesda (John 5 -.2) Dr. 
Sanday reaches no conclusion. He does not think favorably of the 
pool excavated near the church of St. Anne, which has found much 
favor since its discovery fifteen years ago. "The site that really has 
some substantial support in tradition is that of the so-called Twin 
Pools, under the convent of the Sisters of Zion, at the northwest corner 
of the Fortress of Antonia;" "but I am afraid there is little chance 
that they can be the real Bethesda " (p. 56). The location of the Vir- 
gin's Fountain makes it impossible to identify it with Bethesda, as 
Conder does. (3) The temple of Herod occupied the highest point 
of the hill now included in the Haram area, and stood a little to the 
west of the rock over which the Mosque of Omar is b'uilt. " Except 
for the block formed by the Mosque el-Aksa, we must think of the 
whole area as crowned by buildings of a more massive type than those 
which we see today" (p. 59). The temple was built on successive ter- 
races, instead of upon the modern comparatively level place. Dr. San- 
day makes some trenchant criticisms of Dr. Schick's model of the 
Herodian temple. (4) The famous Golden Gate, on the east wall of 
the Haram area, was erected by Heraclius in memory of his triumphal 

* Wars, III, x, 8. 
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entry at that point, with the true cross recovered from the Persians, in 
629 A. D. It was through the older gate which stood on the same 
site that Jesus probably made his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. (5) 
The Caenaculum, or upper room, the scene of the last supper, and sub- 
sequently the habitual meeting-place of the apostles, is in Dr. Sanday's 
judgment correctly located by tradition. 

The fullest treatment is naturally reserved for the site of the cruci- 
fixion. Did it take place where the Church of the Holy Sepulcher now 
stands, as tradition maintains, or on the hill above Jeremiah's Grotto, 
outside the present city wall to the north, as is held by many modern 
scholars? Dr. Sanday thinks "there is still a certain balance of proba- 
bility in favor of the traditional site of Golgotha" (p. 88). "I can- 
not regard the arguments adduced in favor of the new site as having 
really any great weight. They are mere possibilities of coincidence 
of a vague and shadowy kind ; and they are unsupported by even a 
particle of direct evidence" (p. 71). He inclines to agree with Schick 
and Mommert that the second wall left the site of the Holy Sepulcher 
outside the city. And he holds to an "appreciable probability" that 
the locality of the crucifixion of Jesus was continuously remembered 
by the Christians from its occurrence until the time of Constantine. 

C. W. V. 

The Theology of Christ's Teaching. By the Late John M. 
King, D.D., Principal of Manitoba College, Winnipeg, Man. 
Chicago: F. H. Revell Co., 1903. Pp. 484. #2.50, ?iet. 

This is a posthumous work, published by the author's friends as a 
memorial of his long and useful life. Dr. King died in 1899, at the 
age of seventy years. He was a Scotchman by birth, and was educated 
at Edinburgh. In 1856, when he was twenty-seven years old, he came 
to Canada, and was an influential Presbyterian minister in Toronto 
and elsewhere for many years. In 1883 he accepted the position of 
principal and professor of theology in Manitoba College, Winnipeg, to 
which institution he devoted the best part of his life. His work for the 
college was remarkably successful ; he won love and respect on all sides 
for his piety, his wisdom in administration, his ability as a teacher, and 
his helpfulness in ecclesiastical affairs. 

The present work by Dr. King embodies his class lectures upon 
this subject, which he was accustomed to deliver in his capacity as pro- 
fessor of theology. They were not intended for scholars, but for theo- 
logical students. Their author would not have claimed for his lectures 



